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Amendments to the Claims: 

1. (Currently amended): A computer-implemented method for restricting access to a 
software license and for determining an applicable software license based on a ranking, the 
method comprising: 

providing a first encrypted software license associated with a first version of an 

application on a computing system, wherein the first encrypted software license is associated 
with a rank, wherein the first encrypted software license is encrypted to allow access to the first 
encrypted software license through a licensing module and to prevent access to the first 
encrypted software license not through the licensing module: 

receiving a request to access an applicable software license for the first version of the 

application, wherein the request is received at the software licensing module: 

obtaining, at the software licensing module, a product identifier associated with the first 

version of the application: 

based on the obtained product identifier associated with the first version of the 

application, searching the computing system for other versions of the application that are loaded 
on the computing system to identify at least a second version of the application: 

based on the identified second version of the application, identifying a second encrypted 

software license associated with a rank, wherein the second encrypted software license is 
encrypted to allow access to the second encrypted software license through the licensing module 
and to prevent access to the second encrypted software license not through the licensing module: 

comparing the rank of the first encrypted software license to the rank of the second 

encrypted software license to determine the applicable software license: 

decrypting the determined applicable software license for access: and 

providing access to the decrypted applicable software license. 

A syst e m for identifying a lic e nse for a first software product of a first typ e installed on a 
comput e r syst e m, th e computer system also having at l e ast on e other softwar e product of the first 
typ e install e d on th e computer syst e m comprising: 

a first lic e ns e associated with th e first softwar e product install e d on th e computer; 
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at l e ast ono second licens e associated with the at l e ast on e other softworo product 
install e d on the computer; and 
a lic e ns e modulo that compares the first lic e ns e and th e at least one second licens e and selects 
on e of th e first and second licenses based on predetermined criteria. 

2-88. (Cancelled). 

89. (New): The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the rank of the 
first encrypted software license and the rank of the second encrypted software license are at least 
one member of a group comprising: a pregenerated software developer rank, and a rank based 
on a term comparison of the first encrypted software license and the second encrypted software 
license. 

90. (New): The computer-implemented method of claim 1 , wherein the product 
identifier associated with the first version of the application includes a software product 
description. 

91. (New): The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein searching the 
computing system for other versions of the application that are loaded on the computing system 
includes accessing a SKU file and matching the product identifier to other version of the 
application located in the SKU file. 

92. (New): The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the determined 
applicable software license is at least one member of a group comprising: the first encrypted 
software license and the second encrypted software license. 

93. (New): The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the determined 
applicable software license is a determined portion of the first encrypted software license and a 
determined portion of the second encrypted software license. 



3 



App. No. 10/681,028 
Amendment Dated: August 7, 2008 
Reply to Office Action of May 8, 2008 



94. (New): The computer-implemented method of claim 93, wherein the determined 
portion of the first encrypted software license and the determined portion of the second 
encrypted software license are determined by: 

comparing terms of the first encrypted software license to terms of the second 
encrypted software license; 

selecting the portion of the first encrypted software license and the portion of the 
second encrypted software license based on the comparison; and 

generating a composite software license based on the selected portion of the first 
encrypted software license and the selected portion of the second encrypted software 
license. 

95. (New): The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the product 
identifier associated with the first version of the application is obtained from configuration data 
of the first version of the application. 

96. (New): The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the product 
identifier associated with the first version of the application is obtained from a system registry of 
the first version of an application. 

97. (New): A computer-readable storage medium having computer executable 
instructions for restricting access to a software license and for determining an applicable 
software license based on a ranking, the instructions comprising: 

providing a first encrypted software license associated with a first version of an 
application on a computing system, wherein the first encrypted software license is associated 
with a rank, wherein the first encrypted software license is encrypted to allow access to the first 
encrypted software license through a licensing module; 

receiving a request to access an applicable software license for the first version of the 
application; 



4 



App. No. 10/681,028 
Amendment Dated: August 7, 2008 
Reply to Office Action of May 8, 2008 

obtaining, at the software licensing module, a product identifier associated with the first 
version of the application; 

based on the obtained product identifier associated with the first version of the 
application, searching the computing system for other versions of the application that are loaded 
on the computing system to identify at least a second version of the application; 

based on the identified second version of the application, identifying a second encrypted 
software license associated with a rank; 

comparing the rank of the first encrypted software license to the rank of the second 
encrypted software license to determine the applicable software license; 

decrypting the determined applicable software license for access; and 

providing access to the decrypted applicable software license. 

98. (New): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 97, wherein the rank of 
the first encrypted software license and the rank of the second encrypted software license are at 
least one member of a group comprising: a pregenerated software developer rank, and a rank 
based on a term comparison of the first encrypted software license and the second encrypted 
software license. 

99. (New): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 97, wherein the product 
identifier associated with the first version of the application includes a software product 
description. 

100. (New): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 97, wherein searching 
the computing system for other versions of the application that are loaded on the computing 
system includes accessing a SKU file and matching the product identifier to other version of the 
application located in the SKU file. 
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101 . (New): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 97, wherein the 
determined applicable software license is at least one member of a group comprising: the first 
encrypted software license and the second encrypted software license. 

102. (New): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 97, wherein the 
determined applicable software license is a determined portion of the first encrypted software 
license and a determined portion of the second encrypted software license. 

103. (New): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 1 02, wherein the 
determined portion of the first encrypted software license and the determined portion of the 
second encrypted software license are determined by: 

comparing terms of the first encrypted software license to terms of the second 
encrypted software license; 

selecting the portion of the first encrypted software license and the portion of the 
second encrypted software license based on the comparison; and 

generating a composite software license based on the selected portion of the first 
encrypted software license and the selected portion of the second encrypted software 
license. 

104. (New): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 97, wherein the product 
identifier associated with the first version of the application is obtained from configuration data 
of the first version of the application. 

105. (New): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 97, wherein the product 
identifier associated with the first version of the application is obtained from a system registry of 
the first version of an application. 

106. (New): A system for restricting access to a software license and for determining 
an applicable software license based on a ranking, the system comprising: 
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a processor; and 

a memory having computer executable instructions stored thereon, the computer 
executable instructions programmed to: 

provide a first encrypted software license associated with a first version of an 
application on a computing system, wherein the first encrypted software license is 
associated with a rank, wherein the first encrypted software license is encrypted to allow 
access to the first encrypted software license through a licensing module; 

receive a request to access an applicable software license for the first version of 
the application; 

obtain, at the software licensing module, a product identifier associated with the 
first version of the application; 

based on the obtained product identifier associated with the first version of the 
application, search the computing system for other versions of the application that are 
loaded on the computing system to identify at least a second version of the application; 

based on the identified second version of the application, identify a second 
encrypted software license associated with a rank; 

compare the rank of the first encrypted software license to the rank of the second 
encrypted software license to determine the applicable software license; 

decrypt the determined applicable software license for access; and 

provide access to the decrypted applicable software license. 

107. (New): The system of claim 106, wherein the rank of the first encrypted software 
license and the rank of the second encrypted software license are at least one member of a group 
comprising: a pregenerated software developer rank, and a rank based on a term comparison of 
the first encrypted software license and the second encrypted software license. 

1 08. (New): The system of claim 1 06, wherein the product identifier associated with 
the first version of the application includes a software product description. 
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109. (New): The system of claim 106, wherein searching the computing system for 
other versions of the application that are loaded on the computing system includes accessing a 
SKU file and matching the product identifier to other version of the application located in the 
SKU file. 

110. (New): The system of claim 106, wherein the determined applicable software 
license is at least one member of a group comprising: the first encrypted software license and 
the second encrypted software license. 

111. (New): The system of claim 1 06, wherein the determined applicable software 
license is a determined portion of the first encrypted software license and a determined portion of 
the second encrypted software license. 

1 12. (New): The system of claim 111, wherein the determined portion of the first 
encrypted software license and the determined portion of the second encrypted software license 
are determined by: 

comparing terms of the first encrypted software license to terms of the second 
encrypted software license; 

selecting the portion of the first encrypted software license and the portion of the 
second encrypted software license based on the comparison; and 

generating a composite software license based on the selected portion of the first 
encrypted software license and the selected portion of the second encrypted software 
license. 

113. (New): The system of claim 106, wherein the product identifier associated with 
the first version of the application is obtained from configuration data of the first version of the 
application. 



8 



App. No. 10/681,028 
Amendment Dated: August 7, 2008 
Reply to Office Action of May 8, 2008 

1 14. (New): The system of claim 106, wherein the product identifier associated with 
the first version of the application is obtained from a system registry of the first version of an 
application. 
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